To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5 February 2024
at The Barlow, Edgworth
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, J Rigby, D Wild, J Rowley and D Appleby 
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) + 1 member of public
Apologies:     
None
8181
Matters Arising 

Belmont School Lights - Cllr Harrison had no update to give as he is not getting any response to his e-mails to BwDBC. Cllr Rigby suggested he e-mail Martin Eden directly, and copy her in, and hopefully he should get a response to that. Cllr Appleby asked what would happen to the additional precept for Belmont that had been requested for 2024-25 if it was not going to be used for a crossing person. Cllr Danks clarified that once Cllr Harrison had received a response from BwDBC then the Council would be able to discuss the options available, but it was agreed that the money would be used for child safety in Belmont. Cllr Harrison expressed his increased frustration with BwDBC on other child safety matters – specifically with the safety barrier not being replaced on High Street after a car crashed into it in December. The residents are concerned that another accident could happen but this time there would be no crash barrier to protect pedestrians/houses.
Turton Tower Gatehouse Lodge – no update since the last meeting.
8182 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 8 January 2024 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8183
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None
8184
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/23/1158, 10/24/0025, 10/24/0032, 10/24/0045 and 10/24/0036
8185
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications and reassuring to see that the Parish Council and the Planning Department are in agreement
8186
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman January
£1466.66

P R Adams 
January salary  
£  410.20 

J Smith
January salary & expenses
£1031.06
E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    22.86
BwDBC
Rental of The Orchards
£    50.00

Bolton Mountain Rescue
Donation
£  250.00

NW Air Ambulance
Donation
£  250.00

S Danks
Chair’s Allowance 2023-24
£  200.00
The Barlow
Office Hire Jan-June 2024
£  936.00
Information Commissioner
Data Protection fees
£    40.00

8187
Feedback from meeting with The Barlow Trustees
Noted:  Notes from the meeting with The Barlow Trustees that took place on 15 January 2024.

8188
New Grants and Donations Awarding Policy

Discussion:  The latest amendments to the Policy were discussed and Cllr Appleby just had one further slight amendment he would like to be made to the Policy and then he felt it would cover the Parish Council against any future liability claims. Based on the amendments to the Policy it was decided to amend the application form to include a question about future funding once the grant has been spent, and if the funding is for running costs, then a copy of the relevant employment contract will be requested to be included with the application.  
Need to check the legal responsibilities of the Parish Council if we approve a grant for running costs that include on-costs for a member of staff.
8189
Grant Application from Edgworth Primary School
Discussion:  The Clerk to send the amended Policy & application form to Mr Wheatley asking him to complete the updated form with the new information and also request he includes a copy of the employment contract for the new school crossing person when he sends the form back.
8190
Trustees for The Charity of James Brandwood; Turton, Edgworth and District Nursing Charity and The Turton, Edgworth and District War Memorial Scholarship

Agreed:   Cllr Rowley agreed to sit as a Trustee for the Charities following the resignation of Mrs Jenny Allsop. Clerk to send a copy of the minutes to the Charities Commission to inform them of this change and the change of Primary Administrator from Mrs Glenys Syddall to Mrs Jane Smith.
8191
Salaries for 2024-25
Agreed:  The salaries for Mr P R Adams and Mrs J Smith were agreed to take effect from 1 April 2024.
8192
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· Statements from  Virgin Money
· Letter confirming the Adoption of the Blackburn with Darwen Local Plan 2021-2037
· E-mail from Cllr Harrison regarding a report of a stone wall fallen over in Belmont – Cllr Harrison to ask Dave Rowley to make the path safe by moving the stones to the side. The wall has previously been rebuilt in a different location – Clerk to source the previous company and arrange a quote to rebuild the wall 
· E-mail from Cllr Danks regarding a request from a resident in Barlow Court asking for the trees to be loped because they are restricting her light. Clerk to reply to advise the resident that this is not the Council’s responsibility, and she will need to contact The Barlow directly, and also to inform her that the trees in question have Tree Preservation Orders on them.
· E-mail from Ann Alty regarding the Lancashire Best Kept Village Competition 2024 to say entries are now open (closing date 30 March 2024). Clerk to send details to the BVRA and CVRA for their information
· E-mail from BwDBC regarding consultation in relation to a proposed PSPO (Public Spaces Protection Order) which deals with dog fouling and related matters. Consultation process ends 23 February – Clerk to e-mail all Councillors for their comments
· Chapeltown Community Garden Project – 2 quotes have been received for work on the community garden. Cllr Wild suggested quotes be obtained from other companies and agreed to let the Clerk have names of who to contact
Member of the Public arrived late to the meeting and wished to discuss the situation with his bins not being emptied, specifically his cardboard recycling bin has not been emptied for the last 6 months. The Chair advised him that this is not something the Parish Council can deal with on his behalf, but Cllr Rigby agreed to get an update on this matter as she has previously been involved in discussions about this with BwDBC.
Comments on Planning applications received by 30 January 2024 
10/23/1158
Full Planning Application - Proposed agricultural building for the storage for mowing and baling purposes at Moorside Bungalow, Broadhead Road, Turton
The Parish Council objects to this planning application on the grounds that it does not conform under permitted development rights to erect an agricultural building of that size based on the amount of land the applicant has.

Update:  The Parish Council withdraws its original objection to this planning application but still has concerns that the building will not be used the purpose described as there appears to be no necessity for it based on the amount of land the applicant has.
10/24/0025
Full Planning Application – Erection of a stable block for the sole use of applicant at Horrobin Fold, Horrobin Lane, Edgworth
The Parish Council objects to this planning application on the grounds that the proposal fails to preserve the openness of the Green Belt by virtue of its size and setting.

10/24/0032
Full Planning Application - Proposed rear glazed balcony at 40 Overshores Road, Edgworth
The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0045
Full Planning Application - Proposed single storey rear and side extension including double storey extension to front at Longworth Bank Farm, Blackburn Road, Edgworth
The Parish Council objects to this planning application due to overdevelopment of an already well-developed site 
10/24/0036
Prior Approval - Agricultural Building - Proposed agricultural storage building and extension of existing track at Land adjacent Higher Aushaw Farm, Roman Road
The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 4 March 2024 at  6.45pm in the Broadhead Room at St Anne’s Church, Turton. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen. 
…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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